
Heritage Fair
Squamish Nation Artist
Xwalacktun Rick Harry

By Ryan



Introduction
My Heritage Fair project is on local Coast Salish artist, Rick Harry Xwalacktun. 

I have chosen to present the Coast Salish artist, Rick Harry, because Indigenous art 

and Indigenous voices deserve to be heard, celebrated and known about to all who live 

here.

It is important for people to know 

about Rick Harry and Coast Salish art 

because it was almost all lost in the 

attempts to erase Indigenous identities 

in Canadian history with programs 

like the Residential Schools. 



When and where was Rick Harry born? Where is he now?

Rick Harry was born at Squamish 

General Hospital in Squamish BC 

in 1958. 

He is a Squamish Nation member 

who are Coast Salish People. 

His parents are Ernie and Gwen 

Harry. They are my Great 

Grandparents. 

I am proud to tell the class that 

Rick Harry is my Uncle!

Rick Harry lives in West 

Vancouver with his family.



How long has Rick Harry been making art?

Rick Harry has always been artistic and has been 

making art since he was five years old. 

He started carving when he was twelve years old 

and taught himself how. 



What type of art does 
Rick Harry make?

Rick Harry makes Coast Salish art that is all 

around the lower mainland of Vancouver.

During our interview we visited his workshop 

and saw how he was making his newest totem 

pole. 

He showed me the small models of each section 

of the totem pole such as the thunderbird, and 

how he uses the small model to produce to scale 

the large works he creates. 



What medium does Rick Harry 
like to use?

He uses wood, stone, 

metal, jewelry, paper, 

paint, and glass for his 

creations.



Where did Rick Harry 
learn to make art?

Rick Harry learned to make his art 

in Squamish. 

He is mainly self taught and was 

encouraged to keep pursuing his 

artistic dreams from others who 

admired his artwork. 

He has attended Capilano College 

and Emily Carr College for Art 

which helped him start his career.



What is Rick Harry’s favourite art piece he has created? Why?

As an artist Rick Harry doesn’t have a 

favourite piece of art. 

He says “it is because it leaves me creative to 

keep making more art”. 

He also says “art is mostly trial and error” 

and he is inspired by those who uplift him 

and to share his culture with others.



Why does Rick Harry make his art?

Rick Harry loves being creative and 

thrives on people's reactions to seeing 

his completed works.

He relates traditional stories to his 

own life and uses his artwork to raise 

awareness to healing, growth and the 

environment. 



Where can you find 
Rick Harry’s artwork?
Rick Harry’s art can be found at:

● Squamish Lil’wat Cultural Centre

● Vancouver General Hospital 

● 2010 Olympic designs 

● West Vancouver Community Centre

● Whistler’s Peak to Peak building

● University of Victoria

● Capilano University 

● Emily Carr College of Art

● UBC Museum of Anthropology 

● Vancouver International Airport 

And all over the Lower Mainland of Vancouver! 



What does having an Order of British Columbia mean?

An Order of British Columbia is a civilian 

order of merit.

Rick Harry received an Order of British 

Columbia in 2012 for his contributions of 

art to lots of communities around British 

Columbia. 

The projects he has earned this prestigious 

recognition for help create opportunities 

for reconciliation and make Coast Salish 

art accessible to all.



What can Indigenous youth learn from Rick Harry?

Rick Harry shares his traditional 

knowledge stories through his art and 

seeing the youth inspired gives him 

inspiration too.

“Work the best you can, keep your focus 

and do better tomorrow”.

-Rick Harry



Conclusion
The most interesting thing I found out about Rick Harry is that doesn’t have a 

favourite art piece and that he is always inspired to create.

My favourite part of this project was presenting an influential Indigenous artist 

and that he’s my Uncle!

The most challenging part of this project was learning how to research and setting 

up an interview at the workshop.
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Thank You!


