
 

Residential schools were 

government-sponsored schools run by 

churches. They were established to 

remove children from the influence of 

their home and to assimilate into the 

dominant culture. Assimilation is 

adapting or adjusting to a new culture. 

Residential schools were created to 

educate and convert Indigenous youth 

to blend them into Canadian society. 

Residential schools were run under 

the Department Of Indian Affairs. 

These schools were only for 

Indigenous children and their 

attendance was mandatory. The RCMP 

was hired to take children from their 

homes to attend these schools. 

 



 

In total, over 130 residential 

schools operated in Canada 

between 1831 and 1996. An 

estimated 150,000 children 

attended these schools.  

 

 

 

An estimated 6,000 children died.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

All the Indigenous kids from ages 5 to 15 were 
forced to attend Residential schools. The school 
year was 10 months long; they never got to see 
their parents, kids had to stay at the school all 
year long. Boys and girls were kept separate. 
This means that brothers and sisters could not 
be around each other. Their hair was cut short 
and everyone had the same hair cut. They wore 
uniforms so they all looked the same and their 
names were changed to Christian names. These 
students were forced to work because 
Residential schools did not have money to hire 
outside labor. These kids only got 2 to 4 hours 
of education each day. These schools did not 
have a trained teacher. These kids were being 



taught by the nuns that worked there. Boys 
were taught farming and carpentry where as 
girls were taught how to cook, clean and sew. 
They milked cows, washed dishes and cleaned 
clothes 
 

 

                           DAILY ROUTINE   

5.30   Waking up  

6.00   Church  

6.30–7.15  Bed making, washing, milking and pumping  

7.15–7.30  
Inspection of the kids in the school rooms to see if they are 

clean and properly dressed. 

7.30   Breakfast  

8.00–9.00  Chores for small boys  

8.00   Trade boys go to work  

9.00–12.0

0  
School with 15 minutes recess.  

12.00–12.

10  
Prepare for dinner [lunch]  

12.10–12.

40  
Dinner [lunch]  

12.40–2.0

0  
Recreation  

2.00–4.00  School and Trades  

4.45–6.00  
Chores, such as milking, carrying coal, ashes, filling tanks, 

wood boxes, pumping, sweeping  

6.00–6.10  Prepare for supper  

6.10–6.40  Supper  

6.40–8.00  Recreation  

8.00   Prayer and to bed 

 



 
Abuse at 
Residential 
Schools  
Many students suffered abuse at residential 
schools. These kids were not allowed to speak their 
own language, only English or French was allowed 
to be spoken. If the kids spoke in their own 
language they were heavily beaten, chained to 
electric chair or hot coal was put in their hands. If 
they did not like the food they were getting, and 
refused to eat it or threw up, as a punishment they 
were fed their own vomit. These kids had to eat 
rotten food. Children had to stay in their beds the 
whole night. If they wet their bed at night they were 
treated very badly. They could not get out of bed at 
night for any reason. These schools were dirty, 
crowded and there was not enough food for each of 
them. So many of these kids would get sick and no 



one would give them medicine. There were so many 
kids that died from not being taken care of.  

 

When did the last 
residential 
school in Canada 
close?  
Residential School in Saskatchewan closed in 
1996. It was the last residential school in 
Canada.  

Canadian 
Government 
Apology  
On 11 June 2008, The Government of Canada ( 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper) apologized to 
aboriginal people,  on behalf of the Canadian 



Government , for the abuse, suffering, to kill 
the Indian in the child and  cultural disturbance 
that resulted from assimilative, Residential 
School: these policies were wrong and has 
caused great harm and has no place in our 
country . 

 

 

Long Term 
Impact 
There are 80,000 residential school survivors. 

The effect of residential schools has been 

passed down from one generation to the next. 

Many Native Indians people are suffering from 

mental health issues. They feel lost, sad, and 

angry over what happened to them. Many of 

them never knew how to deal with it so they 



turned to alcohol and drugs so many young 

Native Indian kids are committing suicides. 

RESIDENTAL SCHOOLS HAVE A KILLED AN 

NATIVE INDIAN CULTURE AND OUR 

GOVERNMENT FROM THE PAST IS TO BE 

BLAMED FOR IT. 
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