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1. Knowledge and Historical Significance 
● My topic is important because it proves that Canada is in denial and has 

hidden our history of having 400 years of slavery. 
● It’s imperative that people know slaves were sacrificed unwillingly to build up 

Canada and its society.   
● I relate to this topic because if I was born at that time I could have been a slave 

myself, and this is the absolute worst possible thing that could happen to me. 
 

2. Research and Evidence 
● My top 2 most valuable resources were ‘The Canadian Encyclopedia’, and 

‘Slavery In Canada?!, I Never Learned That!’  I choose these 2 websites because 
there were experts such as Natasha Henry and Dr. Afua Cooper who wrote 
amazing details about this topic.  With their information, I found the reasons 
why Canada would be in denial about having slavery. 

● One of the challenges I encountered was finding pictures/artifacts since all of 
the events occurred over 400 years ago, and there were no cameras back then. 
There were many paintings and drawings of what people believed things 
looked like, for example, the slave ships. 

● It was beneficial to use different sources because the more sources meant the 
more information I had to support my inquiry. 

● I learned how to collect information and put it into my own words, and I am 
still learning how to do this since the information can be pretty complicated  

 

3.Presentation 
● My topic is important compared to other topics because barely anyone knows 

about this part of Canada’s history, 
● This topic has changed my perspective on some of the issues ever since I read 

and learned that Canadian slaves had to escape to America at some points.  I 
also learned that children were sold away from their mothers, had their ears 
cut off if they were caught on a first attempt of trying to escape and that 
slaves were kept in slave ships which had wretched conditions. 

● I think it is necessary to spread awareness, and I did this by writing a letter to 
our prime minister Justin Trudeau to ask him to give more recognition to the 



past slaves in Canada.  I can also talk about it to my friends or whenever it 
comes up in conversations. 

● After I did the project I felt like I had really learned something to the point 
where I would be able to spread awareness of it in the future. 

● The creative element I used was red and white because the red symbolizes the 
bloodshed from the slaves and the red also represents part of the Canadian 
flag. 

● I choose specific pictures such as slave ships, slave sales, and slave 
advertisements to help people understand that there really was slavery in 
Canada, and I got really lucky when I found original slave sale adds from 
Quebec!  I also helped my viewers be making a model of a slave ship with slaves 
packed in like sardines to show them the awful conditions the slaves were in. 

 

4. Interview 
● I chose to do my project on this topic because I thought it needed more 

recognition and shouldn’t have gone unnoticed in Canadian history. 
● The most interesting thing I learned was definitely the fact that some 

Canadian slaves went off to escape to America.  I never thought that the 
country that was referred to as the ‘bad place’ for slaves would be a place for 
slaves to run away. Also the unrecognized gravesites and the fact that children 
were sold away from their parents. 

● If I were stuck in an elevator with someone I would probably explain my topic 
to them through how I memorized it.  Step by step so they can completely 
understand and have the images in their head. 

● The 3 words I would use, to sum up, this year’s Heritage Fair would be: 
Complicated, informing, and effort. 

 


